
LAURA E. GÓMEZ
 

(310) 267-4964 (office) * gomez@law.ucla.edu 
 
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 

University of California, Los Angeles 
Interim Dean, Division of Social Sciences, College of Letters & Science  July 2016-June 2017 

• Chief academic officer for 11 academic departments (4 ranked in the top-12 nationally) & 5 
inter-departmental programs, with 292 ladder faculty, 10,000 students; 

• Oversaw UCLA’s largest academic unit with $120 million in annual expenditures; 
• Raised $18 million in private donations toward UCLA $4.2B Centennial Campaign; 
• Reported to Executive Vice Chancellor & Provost Scott Waugh; 
• Actively partnered with development team on outreach to 130,000 division alumni, targeting 

high-capacity donors, and stewarding existing donors; founded Social Sciences Dean’s Circle 
for donors in August 2016. 

 
School of Law, University of California, Los Angeles 
Professor, UCLA School of Law     2011-present & 2000-05 

• Faculty Director, Critical Race Studies Program     2018-present 
• Current University of California Rank: Professor, Step VIII 
• Joint (zero percent) appointment as Professor in Department of Sociology (1994-2005, 2012-

present) & Department of Chicana & Chicano Studies (2012-present) 
Vice Dean, UCLA School of Law         2013-2015 

• Coordinated academic personnel for 60 ladder faculty members 
• Ex-officio member of Dean’s Advisory Committee    

     Founder & First Co-Director, Critical Race Studies Program     2000-2002 
   Assistant Professor, School of Law      1994-2000    
     
    University of New Mexico 

Professor, School of Law (75%) and Department of American Studies (25%) 2005-11 
Associate Dean for Faculty Development, UNM School of Law               2007-09 
Senior Fellow, RWJF Center for Health Policy, UNM                            2008-11 
Co-Director, Institute for the Study of “Race” & Social Justice                2008-11  
Visiting Professor (Law School & Center for Regional Studies)               2003-04 
  

EDUCATION 
Ph.D. in Sociology, Stanford University, 1994 
  Dissertation: Processing and Managing Social Problems: The Institutionalization of 

Pregnant Women’s Drug Use in the California Legislature and Criminal Justice System 
Field Exams: Sociology of Law; Stratification and Inequality 

 National Science Foundation Minority Graduate Fellowship, 1987-1992 
 
J.D. with Honors, Stanford Law School, 1992  
 Co-chair, Stanford Latino Law Students Association, 1989-1990  
 Co-editor, Beyond the Casebook: A Supplementary Reader for Stanford Law School Students (1990) 
 Co-chair, Coalition for a Diversified Faculty, 1989-1991 
 
M.A. in Sociology, Stanford University, 1988 

Galarza Prize for Best Graduate Student Paper in Chicano Studies, 1988 
 
A.B. with Honors in Social Studies, Harvard College, 1986 
 Senior Thesis with High Honors: What’s in a Name? The Politics of ‘Hispanic’ Identity  
 Harry S. Truman Scholar, 1984 
 Rhodes Scholar State Finalist (and Harvard-Radcliffe nominee) (1986 & 1987) 
 City/State Editor, Harvard Crimson, 1985-86; editor, 1982-86 
 Co-chair, Harvard-Radcliffe Raza, 1983-1984, 1984-1985 
     Chairperson, East Coast Chicano Students’ Forum, 1984-85 
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SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

Inventing Latinos: A New Story of American Racism, Forthcoming 2020, The New Press. 
 
Manifest Destinies: The Making of the Mexican American Race, Second Edition, 2018, New York 
University Press.  
 
Mapping “Race”: Critical Approaches to Health Disparities Research, Co-Editor (with Nancy López), 
2013, Rutgers University Press. 
 
Manifest Destinies: The Making of the Mexican American Race, 2007, New York University Press. 
(Widely reviewed in popular and scholarly venues; widely adopted in courses in Chicano, ethnic and 
American studies.) 
 
Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors and the Politics of Prenatal Drug Exposure, 1997, 
Temple University Press. (Widely reviewed in popular and scholarly venues; adopted in courses in law 
and Society, criminology, and gender studies.) 
 
Articles--Peer-reviewed Journals 
 
“Looking for Race in All the Wrong Places,” Law & Society Review 46:2:221-45, 2012 (Presidential 
address delivered June 2011 to the Law and Society Association annual meeting in San Francisco). 
 
“Understanding Law and Race as Mutually Constitutive: An Invitation to Explore an Emerging Field,” 
Annual Review of Law and Social Science, 6:487-505, 2010. 
 
"Race, Colonialism and the Criminal Law: Mexicans and the American Criminal Justice System in 
Territorial New Mexico," Law and Society Review, 34:4:1129, 2000. 
 
“The Birth of the ‘Hispanic’ Generation: Attitudes of Mexican American Political Elites toward the 
Hispanic Label.”  Latin American Perspectives, 19:4:45, 1992.  
 
Articles--Law Reviews 

"What's Race Got To Do With It? Press Coverage of the Latino Electorate in the 2008 Presidential 
Primary Season," St. John's Journal of Legal Commentary, 24:2:425-459, 2009. 
 
“Off-White in an Age of White Supremacy: Mexican Elites and the Rights of Indians and Blacks in 
Nineteenth-Century New Mexico,” UCLA Chicano-Latino Law Review 25:9-59, 2005. 
 
"Race Mattered: Racial Formation and the Politics of Crime in Territorial New Mexico," UCLA Law 
Review, 49:5:1395, 2002. 
 
Book Chapters 

“Taking the Social Construction of Race Seriously in Health Disparities Research,” in  
Mapping “Race”: Critical Approaches to Health Disparities, 2013 Rutgers University Press. 
 
"Opposite One-Drop Rules: Mexican Americans, African Americans and the Need to Re-conceive Turn-
of-the-20th-Century Race Relations."  In How the United States Racializes Latinos: White Hegemony 
and Its Consequences (Paradigm Publishers), 2009. 
 
“Off-White in an Age of White Supremacy: Mexican Elites and the Rights of Indians and Blacks in 
Nineteenth-Century New Mexico,” in “’Colored Men’ and ‘Hombres Aquí’”—Hernandez v. Texas and 
the Emergence of Mexican American Lawyering, edited by Michael A. Olivas, 2006. 
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"A Tale of Two Genres: On the Real and Ideal Links Between Law and Society and Critical Race 
Theory," in Blackwell Companion to Law and Society, edited by Austin Sarat, 2004. 
 
Book Reviews 

“Connecting Critical Race Theory with Second Generation Legal Consciousness” (review of Blinded by 
Sight: Seeing Race through the Eyes of the Blind by Osagie Obasogie), Law and Social Inquiry, 
41:4:1069-77, 2016. 
 
Book review of Mexican Americans and the Question of Race by Julie Dowling, Contemporary 
Sociology 45:3:297-99, 2016. 

 
Book review of White But Not Equal: Mexican Americans, Jury Discrimination, and the Supreme Court 
by Ignacio M. Garcia. New Mexico Historical Review, 85:4:452-53, 2010. 
 
Book review of Crossroads, Directions, and a New Critical Race Theory, edited by Francisco Valdes, 
Jerome McCristal Culp and Angela P. Harris, Contemporary Sociology, 2003. 
 
Published Op-Eds 
 

• “Connecting the Dots on Brett Kavanaugh,” Los Angeles Times, Thursday, September 20, 2018. 
• “What the ‘Wise Latina’ Remark Meant,” CNN Politics (on-line), July 14, 2010. 
• “Another Proud Baby of Affirmative Action.” USA Today, July 12, 2009. 
• “It’s Time to Dispel Conquistador Myth.” Albuquerque Journal, July 8, 2008. 
• “Checks and Balances Isn’t Check In, Skew Balance” Albuquerque Journal, March 29, 2007. 
• “The Legacy of Affirmative Action.” UCLA Today, April 11, 2006. 
• “Loss of UC Diversity Means Lost Opportunity for Law Students.” Los Angeles Times, Sunday, 

September 24, 2000. 
 
NON-ACADEMIC, FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT  
 
Clerk to Judge Dorothy W. Nelson                                                                                   1992-1993 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit (Pasadena, CA)  
Selected by the Judge to stay on to train her new clerks. 
 
Summer Associate in Litigation, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, San Antonio, TX June-July 1989 
 
Summer Associate in Litigation, Montgomery & Andrews, Santa Fe, NM   August 1989 
 
Legislative Aide to Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM)                                         June 1986-June1987 
Washington, DC                        
Staffed the Senator on South Africa sanctions, Central America & the Armed Services Committee; 
Held “Top Secret” Clearance.  
 
Summer Intern, PBS’s McNeil/Lehrer NewsHour, Arlington, VA    Summer 1985 
 
Reporter (paid, full-time), daily college paper, The Harvard Crimson   Summer 1984 
 
Librarian & Staff Assistant, Sheehan & Sheehan, P.A., Albuquerque      Summer 1983 
 
Administrative Assistant, Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce     Summer 1982 
This was a part-time, mostly clerical position during my senior year of high school that morphed into a 
full-time job with greater administrative duties during the summer before I started college. 
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EXTRAMURAL GRANTS RECEIVED 
 

• Co-Principal Investigator (with Nancy Lopez), National Institutes of Health (NIH) National 
Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities Workshop Grant, 2010-11 ($50,000). 

• Co-Principal Investigator (with Laura Beth Nielsen, Michael McCann, Robert Nelson, and 
Jeannine Bell), National Science Foundation (NSF) Grant for Law and Social Science 
Dissertation Fellowship and Mentoring Program, 2008-13 ($304,000) (renewed 2012-17). 

• Various UCLA intramural grants (Academic Senate, Institute for American Cultures). 
 
TEACHING 
 
Required Courses: Criminal Law (UCLA, UNM, Seattle University School of Law); Civil Procedure (3-
5 units) (UCLA, UNM); Constitutional Law I (Federalism) (UNM); Constitutional Law II (Civil Rights 
& First Amendment) (UNM); Law 101: Introduction to Legal Analysis (UCLA). 
 
Electives, Law 
Critical Race Theory (UCLA); Modes of Legal Inquiry (1L seminar): Learning to Think Like a Lawyer? 
(UCLA); Latinos/as and the Law (UCLA, UNM); Race and the Law in American History (UNM); 
Comparative Racialization and the American Legal System (UCLA); Law and Society (UCLA); Gender 
and Crime Seminar (UCLA) 
 
Electives, Other  
Race and the Law in American History (for graduate and undergraduate students, UNM); Seminar on the 
Legal Construction of Race (graduate level, UNM); Law and Society (Stanford); Law and Colonialism 
(Stanford); Introduction to American Law (Head TA for large undergraduate course, Stanford).  
 
Dissertation Committees 
Chair or member of dozens of dissertation committees in sociology, history, anthropology, American 
studies, Chicano/a studies & electrical engineering (UCLA, UNM, others) (names available on request). 
 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE AS A FACULTY MEMBER 
 
University of California, Los Angeles—Campus-wide Service 
   Chancellor’s Peer Review Committee on Title IX, 2017-20 
   Privilege & Tenure Committee, UCLA Academic Senate, 2015-16 
   Provost’s Search/Advisory Committee for School of Law Dean, 2014-15 
   Chancellor’s Moreno Report Implementation Committee, 2013-15 
   Faculty Advisory Committee, UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center, 1999-2000, 2002-03, 2011-13 

Faculty Advisory Board, UCLA Center for the Study of Women, 1994-95, 1998-99, 2015-16, 2018-19 
Faculty Advisory Board, UCLA Center for the Study of Urban Poverty, 2002-04 

   UCLA Ombudsperson Search Committee, 2000-01 
Women's Studies IDP Graduate Committee, 2000-01 
UCLA Institute for American Cultures Grant Selection Committee, 2000 
Search Committee, Women’s Studies Inter-departmental Program, 1994-95 
Council on Academic Personnel--Various Campus Ad Hoc Committees 

 
University of California, Los Angeles School of Law, 2011-present 
   Faculty Director, Critical Race Studies Program, 2018-present 
   Ex-officio member, Dean’s Advisory Committee, 2013-15    
   Chair, External Appointments Committee for Entry-Level Hiring, 2012-13 
   Chair, Clerkship/Student Intellectual Life & Academic Careers Committee, ‘11-‘12, Member, ‘15-‘16 
   Member, Critical Race Studies Program Administrative Committee, 2011-present 
   Faculty Adviser: La Raza Law Students, UCLA Chicano/Latino Law Review & Womyn of Color  
   Collective (all, 2011-present). 
   Various Personnel Ad Hoc Committees 
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University of New Mexico School of Law 

Associate Dean for Faculty Development, 2007-2009 
Vice-Chair, Provost’s Law Dean Search Committee, 2008-09 
Chair, Admissions Committee, 2005-06, 2006-07 
Member, Admissions Committee, 2005-2008 
Member, Appointments Committee, 2010-11 
 

University of New Mexico, Service Outside Law School 
Southwest Hispanic Research Institute Fellow, 2007-2011. 
RWJF Center for Health Policy, Senior Fellow, 2009-2011. 
Active member of American Studies Department faculty (all faculty business conducted via  
committee-of-the-whole, including faculty hiring, faculty promotion, graduate admissions, graduate 
education, undergraduate education, curriculum planning, development committees). 
Truman Scholar Selection Committee, Fall 2010. 
 

University of California, Los Angeles School of Law, 1994-2005  
Co-Director, Critical Race Studies Concentration, 2000-02 
Chair, Internal Appointments Committee, 2001-02 (member, 2000-02) 
Chair, Clerkship and Teaching Committee, 1995-96 (member, 1995-97) 
Member, Task Force on the Law School Community, 1999-2000 

   Faculty Adviser, La Raza Law Students, 1994-2003 
 
PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
National Science Foundation 
   Committee of Visitors, Division of Social, Behavioral & Economic Sciences, June-July 2016. 
   Panel Member, Law and Social Sciences Program, November 2012 (declined additional two years). 
   Peer Reviewer, Sociology Program, Law and Social Sciences Program, 2005-present. 
    
Law and Society Association 

President, June 2009-June 2011(elected November 2008) 
Executive Committee 2001-03, 2008-2012 
Member, Program Committee 2016-17 (Mexico City joint meeting with Research Committee on the        
Sociology of Law) 
Co-Convener, "Paradoxes of Race, Law and Inequality in the United States," UC Irvine, 2008 (with    
Law & Society Review) 
LSA/American Bar Foundation Fellowship Selection Committee, 2007-08, 2010-11, 2015-16. 
Program Committee Member, 2007-08, 2003-04 
Ad Hoc Committee on Minority Fellowships 2002-04, 2006-07 
Treasurer 2001-03 
Board of Trustees 1997-2000, 2001-03, 2008-12 
Chair, Committee on Diversity 2000-01 (member, 1999-2000) 
Chair, Graduate Student Workshop Committee (1998-99) (member, 1992-93) 

 
Associate Editor/Editorial Board Member, Peer-Reviewed Journals 

Law & Society Review January 2007-December 2009 
Law & Social Inquiry, January 2012-December 2014 
Studies in Law, Politics and Society Fall 2004-present 
SIGNS: A Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 2000-2003 
Aztlan: A Journal of Chicano Studies, 2011-present. 

 
Reviewer for dozens of peer-reviewed journals in law, sociology, history, American studies, ethnic 
studies. 
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ABA Section on Legal Education and Admission to the Bar 
   Pepperdine University Law School Accreditation Site Team, 2010 
   University of Houston Law School Accreditation Site Team, 2007 
 
American Sociological Association 

Member, Book Prize Committee, Sociology of Law Section, 1996  
Member, Nominations Committee, Sociology of Law Section, 1995 

 
American Association of Law Schools 

Faculty Member, AALS Workshop for New Teachers, 2008 
Member, Planning Committee, Presidential Program on Diversity, Spring 2010 
Member, Scholarly Paper Review Committee, 2009-10 
Member, Committee on Recruitment and Retention of Minority Law Teachers 2003-05 

 
Non-academic Public Service 
   Member, Governor’s Advisory Council on Women’s Health (New Mexico), 2010-11. 
   Governing Council Member, South Valley Academy charter school, January 2007-August 2008. 

Advisory Board Member, Latino Sustainability Institute, 2007-09. 
Board Member, ACLU of Southern California, 2001-03 
Member, Governor's Racial Profiling Panel (California), 2001-02 
MALDEF National Law Scholarship Committee, 2001-03 
Hispanic National Bar Association Amicus Brief Committee, 2001-2005 

   Member, Board of Directors, American Judicature Society, 1995-97 
 

FELLOWSHIP AWARDS  
 

• Weatherhead Scholar, School for Advanced Research (formerly School of American Research), 
Santa Fé, NM, 2004-2005 (residential fellowship). 

• Visiting Research Fellow, Center for Regional Studies, UNM, Fall 1999. 
• Rockefeller Fellow in Legal Humanities, Stanford Humanities Center, 1996-1997 (residential 

fellowship). 
• National Science Foundation Minority Graduate Fellowship, 1987-1992 (three years of graduate 

school support). 
• Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship, 1987 (declined to accept NSF fellowship). 
• Harry S Truman Scholar, 1984 (four-year scholarship). 

 
SELECTED HONORS & AWARDS 
 

• Spring Lecturer for 2018, University of Florida Center for the Study of Race & Race Relations. 
• Member, American Law Institute (Elected January 2017). 
• Richard Castro Distinguished Visiting Professor, Metropolitan State University at Denver, 2016. 
• UCLA Faculty Leadership Program, 2014-15 (selected to participate in campus-wide training 

consisting of monthly workshops led by Executive Vice Chancellor and Vice Chancellor for 
Academic Personnel). 

• Distinguished Lecturer Series in Constitutional Law, Drake University Law School, 2013. 
• Named one of “Top 100 Influentials of 2011” by Hispanic Business magazine. 
• Distinguished Speaker Series, St. Thomas University School of Law, 2010. 
• Faculty Mentor Award, UNM Graduate Students of Color, 2010. 
• Leadership Award in Arts & Letters, De Colores Hispanic Culture Festival, Albuquerque, 2009. 
• Annual Award for Service from Latino Law Professors, 2009.  
• Mujeres Adelante Award, Latina Achievement Awards for MANA of Albuquerque, 2009. 
• Mentorship Award, UNM Underrepresented Minority Graduate Students, 2009. 
• Speaker, Commemorative Lecture Series in Mexican American History on the 
• Keynote Speaker, 160th Anniversary of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, University of North 

Texas, 2009. 
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SELECTED HONORS & AWARDS CON’T  

 
• Keynote speaker, annual meeting of Western Law Teachers of Color and Conference of Asian 

Pacific American Law Faculty, 2008, University of Denver. 
• Diversity Lecture, University of Santa Clara Law School Center for Social Justice and Public 

Service, 2008. 
• Dean’s Award for Service (Graduate student category), Stanford, 1989. 
• Galarza Prize for Outstanding Graduate Research Paper, Stanford, 1988. 
• Joe R. Barrett Award for community service, Harvard College, 1986. 
• Elizabeth Cary Agassiz Award for academic achievement, Radcliffe College, 1984-85. 
• Truman Scholar, Harvard College, 1984 

 
RESEARCH & TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS AS A GRADUATE STUDENT 
 

• Research Assistant, Professor Barbara Babcock, Stanford Law School, Sept. 1991-May 1992 
• Head Teaching Assistant, Introduction to American Law, Professor Lawrence Friedman, 

Stanford, Fall 1991 
• Research Assistant, Professor Renato Rosaldo, Dept. of Anthropology, Stanford, Summer 1991 
• Research Assistant, Professor Blanca Silvestrini, Stanford Law School, Sept. 1981-May 1990 
• Resident Adviser, Casa Zapata Dorm, Stanford University, 1988-89 
• Research Assistant, Professor William Julius Wilson, University of Chicago, Summer 1988 
• Research Assistant, Professor Stephen Cornell, Dept. of Sociology, Harvard University, Jan.-

May, 1986 
 
PERSONAL 
 
Born September 10, 1964, Roswell, New Mexico 
Son Alejandro born 1996. 
 
Hobbies 
 

• Cooking New Mexican cuisine 
• Surf fishing off the California coast 
• International travel 

 
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS AND ADDRESSES 

 
“Politics, Racism and the Invention of Latinos,” Presidential Panel: Looking to the 2020 Election,” 
Annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, New York City, August 12, 2019. 
 
“Race, Colonial Histories and Reconciliation in New Mexico,” Plenary presenter, UVA Law Review 
Symposium “One Year After Charlottesville: Replacing the Resurgence of Racism with Reconciliation,” 
Co-sponsored by Empirical Critical Race Theory Working Group, Charlottesville, VA September 2018. 
 
Organizer and participant, Round Table: Empirical Critical Race Theory—Assessing the First Decade 
and Charting the Way Forward,” Law and Society Association annual meeting, Toronto, June, 2018. 
 
Plenary Panelist, “Race in New Mexico History,” annual meeting of the Critical Race Studies in 
Education Association, Albuquerque, June 1, 2018. 
 
“Race and Immigration in New Mexico,” Fourth Annual Symposium on Diversity and Inclusion: 
Diversity Issues Ripped from the Headlines, Continuing Legal Education Seminar organized by the 
Committee on Diversity in the Legal Profession, New Mexico State Bar Association, Albuquerque, April 
13, 2018. 
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS AND ADDRESSES, CON’T  
 
“The Racialization of Latinos in the U.S.: From Manifest Destiny to the 2016 Presidential Election,” 
Annual Spring Lecture, Center for Race and Race Relations, University of Florida, March 2018. 
 
“On the Continuing Relevance of History: Manifest Destiny, Racism and Nation-Building in the 
Present,” Keynote Speaker, Speaking the Unspeakable: Racism, Antiracism and Colorblindness 
Conference, Arizona State University, February 17-18, 2017. 

 
Panelist, “Critical Race Theory: Understanding the Master Narrative,” University of California, Irvine 
School of Law, February 10, 2017. 
 
Keynote Speaker, Richard Castro Distinguished Visiting Professorship, Metropolitan State University at 
Denver, October 10-11, 2016. 
 
Discussant, Mini-plenary entitled “Jim Crow, New and Old: Race and the Constitution of Society.” 
Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, New Orleans, June 3, 2016. 

 
“Embracing Beginner’s Luck & Lucky Accidents: One Latina Scholar’s Story,” Keynote address to LSA 
Graduate Student Workshop and Early Career Workshop, Wednesday, June 1, 2016. 

 
“Evicted from Whiteness: Latinos and the Future of Race,” Faculty Workshop, University of Kansas 
School of Law, April 24, 2016. 

 
Welcoming Remarks & Co-organizer, UCLA Law Review Annual Symposium: “The Next Frontier in 
Federal Indian Law: Building on the Foundational Work of Carole E. Goldberg,” February 5, 2016. 
 
 “The First Mexican Americans: What We Can Learn from the 1847 Revolt,” New Perspectives on Taos 
History Lecture Series, Southern Methodist University and University of New Mexico, Taos Lecture 
Series, October 8, 2015. 

 
“Latinos and the Future of Race,” Plenary Panel, 20th Anniversary LatCrit Conference, October 2, 2015. 

 
Discussant, Panel on Empowering Students in the Classroom sponsored by the UCLA Chicano/Latino   
Law Review, April 13, 2015. 
 
 “Political Cartoons and the Sotomayor Confirmation: How Ideas About Race Become Natural,”   
University of Colorado School of Law Faculty Colloquium, March 14, 2014. 
 
“Three Centuries of Latinos in the U.S.: The Cyclical Dynamics of Nation-building, Citizenship and     
Legal Personhood,” Distinguished Lecture Series, Drake University Law School, October 3, 2013. 
 
“Looking for Race in All the Wrong Places: Reflections on Method, Narrative, and the Presidential     
Address Format,” Workshop Series, American Bar Foundation, May 2013. 
 
Invited Participant, Panel on Law and Society in the Academy, Center for the Study of Law and 
Society’s 50th Anniversary Conference, UC Berkeley, November 4, 2011. 
 
“Looking for Race in All the Wrong Places,” Presidential Address, Awards Luncheon, Annual Meeting 
of the Law and Society Association, San Francisco, June 4, 2011. 

 
“Color-Blind in One Eye: The Sotomayor Nomination and the Politics of Race in the Obama Era.” 
UCLA School of Law faculty workshop, November 19, 2010. 

 
Participant, Revisiting Laura Gomez’s “A Tale of Two Genres: On the Real and Ideal Links between 
Law and Society and Critical Race Theory.” Annual meeting of the Law & Society Association, May 28, 
2010, Chicago, IL.  
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS AND ADDRESSES, CON’T 
 
Reader, Author Meets Reader—“Colonial Proximities: Crossracial Encounters and Juridical Truths  
In British Columbia, 1871-1921” by Renisa Mawani.” Annual meeting of Law & Society Association, 
May 29, 2010, Chicago, IL.  

 
“Color-Blind in One Eye: Media Representations of Justice Sotomayor during Her Confirmation 
Hearings.” Faculty Colloquium, Arizona State University Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law, April 1, 
2010, Tempe, AZ.  
 
 “Manifest Destiny, the Civil War and the Intertwined Fates of Mexican Americans and African  
Americans in the U.S.” Public lecture, April 1, 2010, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.  

 
“Color-Blind in One Eye: The Sotomayor Nomination and the Politics of Race in the Obama Era.” St. 
Thomas University School of Law “Distinguished Speaker Series,” March 16, 2010, Miami, FL. 
 
 “Understanding Law and Race as Mutually Constitutive: An Invitation to Explore an Emerging Field.” 
University of Oregon School of Law Faculty Series, February 12, 2010, Eugene, OR. 

 
“Law’s Slippery Role in Making Race and Racial Inequality.” Law and Society Series, Green College, 
University of British Columbia, September 9, 2009, Vancouver, British Columbia. 
 
"Manifest Destinies: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the Destinies of Mexican Americans and 
African Americans in the U.S."  Commemorative Lecture Series in Mexican American History on the 
160th Anniversary of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, University of North Texas, February 2, 2009, 
Denton, TX. 

 
"What's Race Got To Do With It? Press Coverage of the Latino Electorate During the 2008 
Democratic Primary." Hot Topics Panel, AALS Annual Meeting, January 9, 2009, San Diego, CA. 

 
Invited panelist, "Hiring, Retaining and Promoting Law Professors of Color," Minority Section 
Program, AALS Annual Meeting, January 10, 2009, San Diego, CA. 
 
"What's Race Got To Do With It? Press Coverage of the Latino Electorate During the 2008 Democratic 
Primary."  Invited speaker, St. John's University Law School Symposium: Making History: Race, 
Gender and the Media in the 2008 Presidential Election, September 26, 2008. 

 
"Debunking Seven Myths About Race and Poverty."  Invited testimony before the Governor's Poverty 
Reduction Task Force, July 10, 2008, Farmington, NM. 

 
Participant, "Author Meets Reader--Manifest Destinies: The Making of the Mexican American Race, 
by Laura Gómez." Annual meeting of the Law & Society Association, May 31, 2008, Montreal, QC. 

 
Moderator, "How Legal Discourses About Race Reproduce Racial Inequality." The Paradoxes of Race, 
Law and Inequality in the United States, University of California, Irvine, May 2-3, 2008, Irvine, CA.  

 
Keynote speaker: "Manifest Destiny's Legacy: Race at the Turn of the Twentieth Century." Joint 
Meeting of the Western Law Teachers of Color and the Conference of Asian Pacific American Law  
Faculty, April 25, 2008, Denver, CO. 

 
Lecture, "Manifest Destiny's Legacy: Race at the Turn of the Twentieth Century." School of Law and 
Institute of Puerto Rican and Latino Studies, University of Connecticut, March 25, 2008, Storrs, CT. 

 
"Manifest Destiny's Legacy: Race at the Turn of the Twentieth Century." Joint Colloquium of the 
Center for the Study of Law & Society and the Institute for the Study of Social Change, University of  
California, Berkeley, March 17, 2008, Berkeley, CA. 
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS AND ADDRESSES, CON’T 
 
Diversity Lecture: "Manifest Destiny's Legacy: Race at the Turn of the Twentieth Century." Center for 
Social Justice and Public Service, University of Santa Clara School of Law, February 21, 2008,  
Santa Clara, CA. 

 
Lecture, "Manifest Destiny's Legacy." Trinity University, February 12, 2008, San Antonio, TX. 
 
Faculty Workshop Series, University of Texas School of Law, January 25, 2008, Austin, TX. 

 
Faculty Workshop Series, McGeorge School of Law, January 14, 2008, Sacramento, CA. 

 
"Manifest Destiny's Legacy: Race at the Turn of the Twentieth Century." Richard Etulain Endowed 
Lecture: UNM Center for Southwest Studies, December 5, 2007, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Lecture, "Manifest Destiny's Legacy." University of Nevada, Las Vegas, School of Law, November 8,  
2007, Las Vegas, NV. 
 
Invited lecture: "Manifest Destiny's Legacy: Race at the Turn of the Twentieth Century." Center for  
Comparative Studies of Race and Ethnicity, Stanford University, October 4, 2007. 

 
Panelist, "Mestizaje in New Spain and New Mexico." National Hispanic Cultural Center, September  
26, 2006, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
"Manifest Destiny, Nation-building and Racial Ideology in the Nineteenth-Century," New York Law & 
Society Colloquium (co-sponsored by New York Law School and New York University), September 8, 
2006, New York, NY. 

 
“Taking Another Look at the “Bloodless Conquest” of New Mexico:  Mexican and Indian Rebellion 
and the First Criminal Trials in the Southwest,” UNM School of Law Faculty Workshop, November 
2005, Albuquerque, NM. 
 
“Re-Presenting the “Bloodless Conquest”:  The First Years of the American Occupation of New 
Mexico,” Faculty Workshop, Institute for Legal Studies, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
September 20, 2005, Madison, WI. 

 
“Confirming the Racial Tenure Gap among Law Faculty: What Is to be Done?” annual meeting of the      
American Association of Law Schools, January 7, 2005, San Francisco, CA. 

 
“Off-White In an Age of White Supremacy: Mexican Elites and the Rights of Indians and Blacks in 
Nineteenth-Century New Mexico.” 50th Anniversary of Hernandez v. Texas (1954), University of 
Houston Law Center, November 19, 2004. 

 
Organizer and chair, “Critical Race Feminism: A Place in Law and Society Scholarship?” (a 40th 
anniversary panel) Annual meeting of the Law and Society Association, May 30, 2004, Chicago, IL. 

 
“A Summary of Litigation Strategies to Achieve Educational Equity,” 50 Years After Brown v. Board of 
Education: A Contemporary Dialogue About Education, Race and the Law in New Mexico.” UNM 
School of Law, April 17, 2004, Albuquerque. 
 
“A Criminal Law Perspective on Sodomy Statutes and Lawrence v. Texas,” UNM School of Law, 
November 4, 2003, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
“Manifest Destinies: Law, Citizenship and Race in Early New Mexico.” Faculty Workshop, School of 
Law, University of Colorado, Boulder, September 25, 2003, Boulder, CO.  
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS AND ADDRESSES, CON’T 
 
Roundtable Participant, “Can the Law School Curriculum be Dis-engendered?”American Association 
of Law Schools Mid-Year Meeting, June 2003, New York, NY.  

 
Chair and Participant, Author-Meets-Reader Session: Racism on Trial: The Chicano Fight for Justice 
by Ian Haney-Lopez, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, June 2003, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
Organizer and Roundtable Participant, “Revisiting Affirmative Action 25 Years after Bakke: Comparing 
Racial and Gender Inequality.” UCLA Center for the Study of Women Workshop. May 14, 2003.  

 
“Second-class Citizens? The First Mexican Americans, Law and Race in Territorial New Mexico,” 
King Hall Faculty Workshop University of California, Davis, School of Law, April 15, 2003.  

 
Panelist, “Alternatives to Affirmative Action in Admissions,” Chicano/Latino Law Review 
Symposium: Affirmative Action in Higher Education in the New Millennium, February 15, 2002, 
Los Angeles, CA.  
 
"University of California, Los Angeles Law School's Critical Race Studies Program as a Partial 
Corrective for the Abolition of Affirmative Action in California." Berkeley La Raza Law Journal 
Symposium: Raising the Bar: Latino And Latina Presence in the Judiciary and the Struggle for 
Representation." October 26-28, 2001, Berkeley, CA.  
 
Session organizer and reader:  "Author-Meets-Readers:  Colonizing Hawaii: the Cultural Power of 
Law by Sally Merry.  Annual meeting of the Law and Society Association, July 4, 2001, 
Budapest, Hungary.   

 
"Exploring Racial Dynamics in 21st Century Los Angeles: What We Can Learn from the Rampart 
Police Corruption Scandal."  The Rampart Scandal: Policing the Criminal Justice System, Loyola Law 
School, September 15, 2000, Los Angeles, CA.  

 
"Colonizing through Crime: Mexicans and the American Criminal Justice System in San Miguel 
County, New Mexico, 1876-1882." Sociology of Law & Comparative Historical Sociology joint session,  
American Sociological Association, August 2000, Washington, DC. 
 
“Wielding the Master’s Tools: Mexicans and the American Criminal Justice System in San Miguel 
County, New Mexico, 1876-1882."  American Bar Foundation Speakers Series, March 24, 2000.  

 
“Wielding the Master’s Tools: Mexicans and the American Criminal Justice System in San Miguel 
County, New Mexico," New York University Institute for Law and Society, February 22, 2000.  

 
“Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors, and the Politics of Prenatal Drug Exposure.”  Law 
and Social Policy Seminar, New York University, February 22, 2000.  

 
Author Meets Readers Session--Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors, and the Politics of 
Prenatal Drug Exposure. Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, June 7, 1998, Aspen.  

 
"Criminal Law in an Internal Colony: Explaining Racial Patterns in Conviction and Sentencing in 
Territorial New Mexico."  Conference on Critical Race Theory, Ten Year Anniversary, Yale Law 
School, November 13, 1997, New Haven, CT. 

 
"Law, Order, and Legitimacy: the New Mexico Territorial Penitentiary, 1884-1912."  Organization of 
American Historians, April 15, 1997, San Francisco.  

 
"Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors, and the Politics of Prenatal Drug Exposure."  
Faculty Seminar, Stanford Law School, November 19, 1996.  
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS AND ADDRESSES, CON’T 
 
“Are Latinos 'Black' or 'White'?” Plenary session address to the first annual LatCrit Conference,  
May 3, 1996, La Jolla, CA.  

 
“A Sociological Perspective on Affirmative Action.” University of California, Los Angeles, 
Association of Academic Women, February 1, 1996, Los Angeles, CA.  

 
“Law and Society Perspectives,” Mini-Workshop on The Last Ten Years of Socio-Legal Scholarship 
(with Stewart Macaulay). American Association of Law Schools annual meeting, January 4, 1996, 
San Antonio, TX.  
 
 “Victimized Criminals and Criminalized Victims: The Clash of Legal Identities in the Prosecution of 
Pregnant Drug Users.” Law & Identity Workshop, Boalt Hall School of Law, April 21, 1995, Berkeley.  
 
“Pregnant Women’s Drug Use in California: The Role of Lawmakers and District Attorneys in the 
Making of a Social Problem.” Department of Criminology, Law and Society, University of California, 
Irvine, March 14, 1995, Irvine, CA.  

 
“Issues Presented by the Conflation of Race, Ethnicity, Culture, and Identity in Legal Discourse.” 
Annual meeting of the Association of American Law Schools, Minority Section, January 5-9, 1995, 
San Francisco, CA.  

 
“Constructing Fetal Citizenship: Legal Discourse on Pregnant Women’s Drug Use.” Annual meeting 
of the American Sociological Association, August 5-9, 1994, Los Angeles, CA.  

 
“The Role of the State, the Media, and Mexican American Political Elites in the Creation of ‘Hispanic’  
Identity.” Annual meeting of the National Association for Chicano Studies, March 1990, Albuquerque.  

 
“Diversity in the Academy: The Concomitant Responsibilities of the ‘Outsider Scholar’ and the  
University.” Invited address to new PhD students, Stanford University, September 1989.  
 
SELECTED CONFERENCE/SYMPOSIUMS ORGANIZED OR CO-ORGANIZED  
 
“Rebellious Lawyering—Reverberations from One Chicano’s Radical Vision,” Critical Race Studies 
annual symposium, March 12-13, 2020. 
 
“Celebrating the Career and Legacy of Juan Gómez-Quin᷈ones: Historian, Poet & Activist,” Friday, 
January 26, 2018, UCLA. 
 
“The Next Frontier in Federal Indian Law: Building on the Foundational Work of Carole E. Goldberg,” 
UCLA Law Review Symposium, Published as Volume 63, Issue 6, UCLA Law Review (2016). 
 
“Mapping ‘Race’ and Inequality: Best Practices for Theorizing and Operationalizing ‘Race’ in Health 
Policy Research,” a National Institutes of Health funded workshop, Albuquerque, April 29-30, 2011. 
Published as Mapping ‘Race’: Critical Approaches to Health Disparities Research (2013). 
 
"Paradoxes of Race, Law and Inequality in the United States," Special Issue Symposium, Law & Society 
Review (with LSR Editor Carroll Seron and fellow LSR Associate Editors Jeanine Bell, Jonathan Simon, 
Ruth Peterson), UC Irvine, 2008. Published as Vol. 44, No. 3/4 (2010) of Law & Society Review. 
 


